November 9, 2012

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District
Planning and Environmental Division

P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001

Attention: Mr. Philip A. Hegji

Subject: EPA Comments on the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the
Proposed Widening of the Pascagoula Lower Sound/Bayou Casottee Channel,
Pascagoula, Jackson County, MS; CEQ #: 20120317; ERP #: COE-E35087-MS.

Dear Mr. Hegji:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air and Section 102(2)(C) of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), EPA, Region 4 has reviewed the subject document. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) project evaluates the consequences of the Jackson
County Port Authorities proposal to widen the Pascagoula Lower Sound/Bayou Casotte
Channel segment from the Federally authorized width of 350 feet and depth of -42 feet mean
lower low water (MLLW) (with 2 ft of allowable over-depth and 2 feet of advanced
maintenance) to a width of 450 feet, parallel to the existing channel centerline and to the
existing authorized depth of -42 feet MLL. The project also involves the limited widening of
the northern portion of the Horn Island Pass channel in the Port of Pascagoula.

The primary purpose and need for the proposed widening is to alleviate current vessel
restrictions and increase travel efficiencies for marine vessel moving i 5 and out of Pascagoula
and Bayou Casotte Harbor. According to the EIS, “economic pressure and technological
advances have generally resulted in a trend towards the production of larger ships, which has
increased channel improvement needs.” Specific benefits anticipated include transit during dark
hours for crude oil tankers (in ballast) and Panmax bulk carriers. Other benefits include “transit
of liquefied natural gas tankers during high wind and current condition, two-way traffic under
established conditions and improved terminal operations and increased productions hours due
to decreased number of delays.”






We appreciate  ur coordination with us. The EPA technical contacts will be Doug
Johnson (404/562-9386 cated in our Water Management Division, while our NEPA contact
will be Ntale Kajumba ( 4/562-9620) of my staff.

Sincerely,
Fo+ Heinz J. Mueller, Chief

NEPA Program Office
Office of Policy and Management



